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CONCERN! oo 


PERSECUT! O N: 


Which is, 


I The AMicting or Puniſhing that: which, is Goo D, 
_ under the Pretence > its being Evil. 


Which PraQice is contrary to the very Nature of Mankind (fo 
wich gol oe Gead and do red, ind have Con het 
Good, and have iſhed, 
ed, both in it ſelf andotheis,”. ” 
= alſo to all Equal and Righteous Government, 
_— is for che ſuppreſſing of Exil, and cheriſhing of Good , 
and not for the aftlicting and cruſhing of that which is Good, 
upon of its being Ew. 
Yet this unhappy Error will alwayes be commicted in Nations 
and Governments, until the proper Right and juſt Liberty 
of Men's Conſciences be diſcerned , acknowledged and 
W* allowed. 
| LIKEWISE, 
There are ſome Anſwers pou to-that common Objebtion, againſt 
affording (ONSIENCE its due Liberty, becauſe 


Evil Þ pretend Conſcience. to eli the 
uſt Punidunenc of their Evil Deeds. 


With ©” + prercngy that ſuppoſed STUBBORNES, 

| - which by manyWobje&ed —_— the People called 
QUAKER 

Cava dio ion & es Mes der ai the we bot- 

peta Luong Fave _ Srnlmew may be 


5 and People fixed thereon, 
| _—_ Perſecution (ern both the | 
| 4 Powers and ew. of this Nation have io often ſplit) Care- 
1 4- fully avoided by all. 


By Iſaac Peningry the younger. 
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Here hath been an Enmity in the Seed"sf the $ 
' againſt the Seed of the Woman, from the rims of the Pro- 
miſe even witil' now, God in mercy to Mankind, hath 
. \ >. piver wntobim y_-y_ the Pall, a'Serd or Principle of Life, 
inthe-Light and Strengt whereof he is ts way againſt and ſubdue 
the Corrupt Principle ,, and ſo be freed from the Curſe, and become 
Heix of the Bleſſing. eAgainſt this Principle all the Powers of 
Darkgndſs fight (even im every On” wan and woman ) until 
they be overcome and It whjetted e: And « thoſe 1n whons. 
this pure Proveuple rergns, all'the Powers of Darkneſs in the world 
fight alſo,. ſirvving to maky it miſerable, and to bring it inito death 
and captaznty, that they might keep up the coment and happineſs of 
the CorrnptState.. All the Natsons of the: Earth have alwayes 
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In the time'of the Law, the Fes were the objett of the Envy 4nd 


Wes 5 r/o the Principle of Demh and C orruption, to oppoſe 


iy making the heart ( which P wor ſenſual and bratifh,- bur ſerr- 


rhateth net frive 0 flops. filencr-and"up- 
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| bis 50% redeem the World out: 

the G6 brand precious # the Peace 


the NT eld Sword bd with thetrouble th 
e and Power br! 6 
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whe fic voi ei he 
rg pry hh rhe Land God io remontng = 
ARA), and aboliſh the new Heavens and the a rebel Wh he 
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Pacing ſnow not has 


> 4.noth ov 
tne hl 


pos iy A Keele ay vs, an os mh mulesy 
theyare drawing upon A World 
for ever ). even: as: concerning PAR ews, who 
were Perſecuting Him even. EG Father forgruachem, for 
they know not what they do: and afterward to Saul ;Sal, Saul by 
Perſecuteſt thew me ?. Therefore, in love to thoſe, who are at * 
unaWares running into this great Erzor, that they. may find the 
good Hand: of God Ropping them therein, for qheir own good, 
are theſe things following concerning Perſecution WaGEas | 
—_ are manifeſted, 
Fuſt, What it that is Perſecuted, 
2, Whois # that Perſecmtes,or is the Perſccutor 
. The Natweoſ Perfecmtion. | 
- The Growids or Canſes of Perſecution... 
» The Ways and Meaves of Perſecution, 
< "The Ends of Pry ſeomang, what men aim at therein, or ra- 
ther what that Spiricin men, Which puts them upon Per- 
_ 1, ſecuritng of others, aims at.thereby, 
_ The Colour or alfa, Pretence.of the ons Saday 


$.. TheBlefſedneſsof tbe. Perſecured.. 
9. The Miſery if # thasÞer FEM Ors, 
10, The'Way and Meanes js clay eg come to. avoid this 
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. . and Welfare. of Mankind )-as the Pezſecuting Spigt 
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* Spirit RY", 


mig nl ne rh Wot Yi 


who is formed in 
contrary to the Im 


lowes Chriſt in the leadings and teachings of his Spirit, 
is out of and'contrary t6 ies courſe Fulliions /V &ys'Be 

the world)This is the marithatisPerfecuteLinallages, 
is-of another Spirit & Principle thanthe World, & #6 c 
as the World is(being madg0.herwiſeby God)nar wal 
World walks, nor worſhip a5 the World worſhips,'being taughe 
and required of God to'do otherwiſe, This is the matywho 'is 
aficted; rept6ached, hated, hunted, perſecuted... And iothe 
Apoſtle laies'it doyn,- not only as a thing td he in his Age, bue 
in afcer Ages alſo, 2 Tim. 3. 12.” Tea and all that will tive-godly 


tn Chriſt Feſms, nonkrpe Perſecutiop, Men may talk of Chift, 
6 


profeſs 'Chtift, worſhip Chritt accotding+to the Way that'is ſet 
upin' Nations, /and avoid: Perfecutidn/; but come-under the 
new Principle, come into his life, live Godlyin Him, beeome 
really ſubje& unto the Power and direRtion of his m1 2 then 
there is no-longer avoiding of ' Periecution, That which comes 
into the Life of Chriſt, comes preſently into'a proportior of 
Suffering from that which is contraty tots Life, | 
2. What or #ho it ts that perſecuteth, or is the Perſecutor. 
The Perſecutor , in all Ages, is-that which 'is after-the 
fleſh. That uit and Principle in-man which is from beneath, 
puts the mertin who ics! upert Perſecuringthe'orher Princi- 
le, and the perſons in whom 1t appears: Or more plainly thus; 
hat. which 1s of the world, "that which Loves the world and 
pu_ gray that pn gs in the darkneſs; is in uni- 
ty /With it, loveth-1t,- and the Corrupt 'Wayes theresf x, that 
bates the. BBtie. on qpnad ths 


Perſecuteth the chiltiferi 0F th Lighc, 
who are witnefſes againſt ind reprovers'of the darkhiets,: John 


3.20, He the was born after the fleſb'perſevwted himevhar wa ter 
rhe Spirit. $0 it was formerly, 16 it ts alſo now, faith thefApo- 
Ale; Gal. $29. ain yt prntnr"wohyens hr ranks ofthele, 
as ſome iſ the. wa »phi | wickednels, ſome 
more civiliſed,9#0f Þ tadtd: mknebleard confiderare 
ſpirit and.cemper,'ſoine mare-xeþgigns/and AT 
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( rightlyptincigled and guided, but turned afide-to- 
ſome inventions or other of the earthly; ſpirit, ath-which-are 
pleaſing to the earthly ſpirit.) But all theſe, though they are 
; 'one' from «1 2 and: agree" no well among them- 


| ſelves, but are full ef like Hepes auother, yer they all 
in 


agree 1n this, to Wit, in a Willingneſs to have that perſecuted 
and ſubje&ed, which is of a contrary ſpirit and nature to them 
alt. They are all againſt this more- or leſs, - though not all a- 
gainit in the ſame degree of heat-and vetiemency. 


3: The Nature of Perſecntion, br What it 36.10 Perſecme. | 


Perſecution is the oppoſition of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit. 
The fretting or daſhing of the earchly ſpirit, or. ſpirit of man 
corrupted, againſt that which is; bory; of God,., The fighting 
of - the unrevenerate and unrenewed ſpirit an, man,. againlt 
the ſpuit of man' renewed by the zegenerating! power of 
the Spirit of God; The fighting, the oppoſing of this ſpirit a- 
gainſt the other, is: Perſecution.What ever any man does in his 
own will,according to-his own wiſdom,andafterthe inclination 
of his own heart, againſt another who.dekires to fear the Lord,, 
(who-waits on- Hin for the counſel and guidance of His Spirit, . 
that he might Obey and. Worſhip Him atight) is Perſecution.. 
The Principle of God teaches to fear. the Lord not according, - 
to the fear which is taughe by the precepts of men,, but accord- 
ing tothe ſear which God puts-into'the,heart ;-1t teaches like- 
wiſe to worthip the Lord, not according; as-man invents and 
thinks good. to: preſcribe, but as- the. Lord inſtructs and re- 
quires ; it teacheth likewiſe not to conform to the world, bur. 
to deny it, and come qut of it > Now the hating, oppoling,, 
and puniſhing of, that which is' thus taught, becaule of theſe 
teachings and its obedience thereto, this is-Per 10n. The. 
rifing of the heart-againſt-ſuch, is Perſecution H the heart. 
The ceproaching, ſcothng, at or ſpeaking evil of ſuch, is Perſe- 
cution With the tongue; P'S Iſmael's mocking of 1ſaac, Gen.. 
24.95; 10. 1s, called Perſecyting ,of -himy Gal. 4.29.30. ) 
The ſmiting, fining,impriſoning,of ſuch, ce, intelanon to any. 
thing that they do fxom this /Nrimgiple, '15-Pexſecution iy 4 
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The Grounds and Cauſes which expoſe the one to Perſecuti« 
on, and kindle the heat of Perſecuting i in che other, are chief- 
ly theſe three enſuing.. 

x,- The enmity-of the birth of the 'Fleſh againſt the birth of 
the Spirit. There is enmity in the Serpent againſt the Woman, 
and in the feed of the Serpent againft the ſeed of the Womin, 
That which Mig bone of the corrupt Principle cannot endure that 
which is bor! of the pure * Principle which walks and 
worſhips: inthe will 6d according to the rnmnacag of man's 
wiſdem;andiin'ſhadows and fleſhly Forms ing eo mas fleſh, 
cannot endure that'which worſhips in 

' 2. The conttariery of that which is and ch, 
out'of the ' wotld, 'to that whichis of the fleſh (or of corrupt 
man) and feft in the World, this is that which 4 yn and 
draweth forth the 'enmity in una Rn: are not 
of the worl4,cven as 1 ans not » John 17.16. fore 
the World bateth thems, v.14. They are of another writ, of ano- 
ther Image, of aother Make,of another Heart, of another De- 
fire; of another rio and Demeanor, of another 

erple; &hive othetEnds'in ally vg rar the World: And 
their whole courſe and converſation (being in the Light and in 


the Love, & in truePutity of Mind-) reproves the world,which 
lies in the darkneſs and'm the enmity, and walks in the/wick- 
eſs. And how can the world beat this, 'in:thermidtof- all 


hi, 


RO, 210 be continually reproved 

Wk contemptible Generation, as Gods choice in.the 

wort hive for the y of them always been,even looked 

upon by the mat ore of os ther 3-defervin _ 
ſu to Ix, | but rather a8- erying'o | 
bo br eng | 
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Lit, hee it Chilioe of Light ve bor, and 


glory and 


them) condemns the World, The evenneſs, ſweetneſs, and 
Araitneſs of their convetſation and practices condemns the wt- 
evenneſs,crookednes & perverſengs of the ſpitit of the World. 


The-imegrity'; ſeriouſneſs ind ſpirittality of thelr worſhip” 


with the living power and preſence of God, a among 
door condemns the deadneſs, formalit MS hypocrifie of 
the worſhips of 'the world, who 'dravy nigh to Gad with their 
lips, whenat is manifeſt, that their hearts are far from Himzbe- 
ingeninared; and captivated with Vanities and-Self-inrereſts, 
and tove of | the World and- _—_— things. Indeed the whole 
courſe.and manifeſtation of the' Light and Power of God in 
them, is a <contimuat upbraiding of the principle and ways of 
garkneſs/in"the men-of the world,: And how can the-men.of 
mewaldforbenr lnaking\ an unciglteaus war, even. a_ war of 
Perſecution againſt that which invades theif tetritories and 
makes/war with-cheav. id Righteoufueſs ? Candarkneſ chuſe 
but fighto ſave Trs:own dominions ? It muſt put out the Lighr 
orit cannor ſave ics own, byrwilt be lofingground daily. 
- | 3; "Becauſe'of the ChildrenofLightteaving and coming. out 
vf thewottd, Theywitieonce of the world; as well as.others:; 
Ofrie ſame nature, of the fame ſpiriczof the famecorrupt will, 
of rhe ſame corrupt wiſdom, walking in their way, worſhipping 
according 'to, ther worthips, . approving and obſerving' their 
cuſtoms, faſhions'and vanities. ' Bur when the Spirit of Chriſt 
called'theqy our:of the worſd,rand created in them that Which 
eould hear his voice and was willing to follory him, theri they 
leftall theſe andftood Wirnefſes(in God's Spuit which called, 
and in that life which was begortent in chem, and in the fear, 
love'cand power 'of that God  who/quickned then) again 
"ha bucteſryhem Had hey Bald im the a Fe 
| !Had' 19/41 the world, :and been 
fill of theworld, the {an br have loved-ehem -as ic doth 
the reff of its 


: burdepurringfcom che world, travelling rg- 
wards anochertbumrey; ſubj themſelves to-anothes Spt- 
de other bhumtiey, ldjeing heaichucs 1 another 2 


whercur formerty' they GaRE And: whetein the world fit! 


B | walks; 
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iiThe Wayes, and Means! of Perſecution; are very'many. 


'Who'can want Inſtruments to-affli: the innocent 


leſs, who can neither reſiſt the evil which is offered them;nor - 


harm that whictroffers it ? I ſhall onely here mention three 
-genetal heads, to which many particulars —_— referred. 
.**x;-One' Roray of cor I Aaears aro ing uſe of 7 
already made,either according to their proper tendency!to thar 
.end = purpoſe, or by bending them afide,” from their proper 
4ntent, ro xeach thofe whom they have'a-mind to afflit and 
perſecute. Thus the Jewer, they had -a minditohave 
"Chriſt pur'to death, told Pilate, We have « Law,and by our Low 
:her way is new Laws fit for their purpoſe, 
whereby they may =-h-r0s 2 
contrary to their ſpirit and principle, :and which will not bow 
"thereto. This is' a certain way. to' take that which is horn of 
_ and which _ but beame to TI) Piet bow 
to the'co will of man; nor to any Law corrupt 
will to we res the.corruption,a inſt the holy pureW1ll 
and Mind of God. Thus Daniel. and the Three ('hildren were 
caughtin the ſnare. by Laws, nog inn bp wy Gotl a- 
gainſt'the Royal Statute and firm, Decree of ned in 
whiting, according to the defire and advicef all the Prefi- 
dents of the Kingdom, the Governors, Princes, Counſtlors, 
and Captains,/:Dax..6. 7, 8. and: the Three Childnen'for not 
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and ſuppreſs that which is 
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and prattices, and-for profi 


who 1s 
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-\-3- A third way of Perſecution, is bythe band of Violence, 
without either Law, or ſo, much as.pretence to Law. Thus the 
perſecuting ſpizit, when it hath power inits hand, andis out of 
fear, ſmiteth ( with the open fiſt of wickedneſs) that which 

is an Enemy to, and:tands a Witneſs againſt its wickedaeſs. 
6. The Ends of, Perſecution, or what the Perſecuting ſpirit 
ans at inits Perſecuting, and would fain attain thereby. 


I.. The main end of Perſecution,is, to bring the Children of 
Light, (who have left the Evil, Darkneſs and Corruption of 
the World) back to.the World again.; That which they perſe- 
cute them for, is, for lexmiog.ths World. both in its pronceple 

ething obedience and fubjection to 

anather Spirit : That which.they drive at in perſecuting them 
1s,. to force them back from,under ſubjection *to that, Spiric 
which hath led them out of the World, into ſubjection tome 
ſpirit of the World again, . . There is a Frext bent beyveey the 
Span of God and the ſpizit of the World, in the two Seeds; 
e Spuric of God ſtriving to bring the ſpirit of the onto] 
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ſer free from thejn Y undet their power again 
id prin bog rknefy' in; the” Heart: the Seed am 
Birch 6f Light chere;” the fame frrs' up the Darlineſs-ji other 


had with the Enemy in our own Heitts,' before we coild leave 


been to us to deny the World and come our'of it !'and yer 
when the Lord hath conquiered and4ubjected the Duthnels in 
our own hearts in arty meaſure, then'we meerwict a new-fighr 


fighting againſt us, as did at firſtjn ourſelves; - And'as this 
was the aim and work of, the Power of. Darknefs'in our ſelves 
(and'Rill is, ſofar as any of it is-left'in any of us.) to bring us 


Leadings of the Spirit, and from fingle obedetice therets #iſs 
it isthe aim and endeavour of the ſame ſpiritin others, © And 
if they could but bring us back from our God into'the World 
again, they would be at peace with us as well as with other 
men, and love and cheriſh us" as they+ do.the-reft of- the 
World. * _ 

2. A ſecond End of Perſecution inthe ſpirit that perſe- 
cuteth, is, to keep the Children of Light from-gaining farther 

round. The Kingdom of Ged 'and his Truth {js:of a grow1 


of the Morning ;" it's nature” is to Jeaven,' to-ſeaſon,. ts ov 
ipread and gather Mankind from the Evil, from the Dirkheſs, 
from the Corruption, from the: Death-and DeftruRtion.” Now 
3 the ſpirit.of the World, and that ſpirit which ruleth the World, 
$ is Io:h to loſe ground; and therefore thun;s and ſeeks to defiroy 
7 the Veſſels. abrelhs the Light appeareth, and from whetn' it 
that they'may keep- all- their own Territories and Domunions 
in- 


men againſfit alſo; The Lord knows what bitter fightswelave- 
our principles, paths and priftices of Dirkneſs;' how hard itharh. 


abroad in'the Wold, the ſame: Principle and Power lit then 


back under the Darkneſs. again, even'from 'the Light 'and- 


ſpreading narute, "It is-like' Zeaven, like: Sale; like't —_ 


ſÞineth forth, and tomake t as odious as they mays. 
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| A irdBrid of Spore 84 ou Ai ©, VCX, 
Fay a 40) ment thoſe, "whoſe Prinziples and are 
ciſpleafing.td'them?' There Ietmitnbaiheminie and Jpiric 
of the World, '#xain(t the holy-puze Spirit and-Seed. of Wod 
andif ir eannot overcome and-gerits will.oneway in.bringing 
ef rH will hive to baveits will another way, even in 

484 aMifivg. . Tt1she pleaſure of: hatred orienmiry 

thing whick tray boy againfiiwthich-its hatxed 
og K 4h evil pirit rejoyeeth in inuuary,chty grieving and 
affligting that which is good. As the Spurit <& Love delights in 
Love,andin doing cood. even to thoſe which / 2a ſo bn 
{pifir-of enmity delights in hatred and doing evil, even in vex- 
is and opretigrRoſe which ſeek thee ood, becauſe they 
are <fiot, nor cannot be one 'with them i in dark, privcrples 
and evil praftices, 


7. The colour, ir pieetitces par apomrvhei Perſecu-- 
trons of that which good. 


Perſecution? is {0 hateful ( ind hath ſuck! a blackneſzof fo Tots 
in it) that it cannot endure toappear in its own colour. Where 
is the man that would appear teperſecure-that which 1# good 
in men, or men becauſe of their goodneſs? Therefore all Per- 
ſecyitors, thorgh they iN ledire! that winch-is,gadd,; and 
thoſe which are DE, - yet they ilt-repreſenrand Gcys them 
ayevil; that they mightthereby hide the badneſs-andunzjult- 
nels of their Pertecutions fron their-omn eyes; and from the 
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Fen, ol the Pape, mean man th on 
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7: 497) yeh, as/a Very; as/one- that | 
WwW and. Ordinances Ay "ek: opp . 

Priefts. 1n his Da&ine and. Principles;, A? 
God's/holy Sabbath :in kis[PraQtices ; IT pe m 
they reprefented: Him as a Oy Go ets bow when 
wamngt PonaatGol paved in one. 

2 4 at, He. was eat. 
things beyond-them; through the help of Noche Brice 
of Devils. Could the Jews mugs they did otherwiſe than yell 
in defiring ſuch a man.as this to be put to death ? ed: they 
not yell preferBarrabes before.a'man thus repreſented I 
chief Pricfs and Teachers, who: knew and could expou 
Lv, and were beſt able to judge (as they might Vell Nin) 
bo what was.the Tewed4' and who were DEV ? 


; | Ws The Bleſeloee of the: 'Perſecuted. | 
.” 4 Miz gb titlit. $002 tt; 
we) of -Chcift who. is. for. Cantiencs 
mg A beogie pred fe nfm 
neſs of his heare Wy _— for his obedience unto Chriſt, 
cf, Guild hath CE 
2: 11 hate 


'l agninſt you falfly fer » A oincaath extreating gud; 
's. ah fue fled in-ſever om io 

Ag "Thar man-ix iv.that Spitit. anche boy job: God 
hath choſen, and ſo he is in a ha appy ate n:at 
preſent, He is in the path of Life, in the y * — Peace, un- 
der the Leadings of God's Spipit,.\The World Toveth and che- 
riſheth that which is its own, that which is of it and walketh 

with ity but isatenmity and war with that which-is of God. 
 Therefote the 'Waorld's Diſli and Perſecution .is-an 
evidence of nice, and bf. a: Removal fronat towdrds 
Gods: :It isan thing3n 4 the gye.of man,.to he-at unity 
with the World, :to the-love and friend{hip.cthereof,- $0 
mn well E bog om * js doing that os 
4s in y6.. on, and:to.deatydying the 
exc pe $. thereof.» but_ in the eye gf God: it is 
be.imunity wubTh4t which is contrary toizhe Worlds 
and” procureth. its. tlk-Will-: eve nx the. World, neither-the 
thin rthat are 'in' the World, If akry wan {ove the. World, the love 
of the Father (which begerteth, out of the Warld ) 5 wor.mbun, 
;But hethat.lfeth che-Joye vEube Warld (:fo8 the Principle.of 
God anti hisſhbzeRion-thereta)16 an that, Whighthe FarhEr lo» 
veth, and feeleth the Love of the Father o wy, in him, and 


revealed c0.him.: and this Ty I rs afe,i)-7 

Ber decency very, ve 49;them inthe 
- World td come, wane on PISID Kb Ts for-all.the 
.Perſecutigns! e1;his Twath's 
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for , 4 moment - (but at 
7 6; A; ar. more ex- 
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compence, for althe M6 ables hc are 

undergone for his Nemeth 
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It is a miſerable thing ts be deceived about rhat which is 
g00d, to put Good for ent; we for darkarff//Swercfor mute, 
and fo ( aides a miſtake at lealtt) becomes cutorrof the 
good, ' All is of G6d,/ and a that is againtt good is againk 
God; and-it is a dreadful thingfor the creature wſerhimſett 
in battel againſt his Creator, and to engage the:Poiver and 
Wrath of the Omnipotent One qo bittt, white the 


eye is ſhut, ir/U6th' fot appear to men,7 iether! erhey are 


ainft God, ' or that their danger is {6 great thereby as indeed 


ria, The Children of Godare as the ans of his Eye* Who 


can touch them, and He fiot be'deeply fenhble ?* yea, andthey 
aremoſt dear. t6:God in that, for which the World moſt per- 
ſecures them, ' And thetef6re their danper 'and 'mifery muſt 
_ be great, Which thay further appear in theſe three xe- 
ipe 

x. In reſpe& of the weight'of Wrath, which their Perſecu- 
tions of others here: will br upon themſelves- i in-the world 

ecline, ' Thaw Every eb Fg ith cupry ins dhcy! hive 
ies againſt mtr of” Clifilys, Thall-coots 'upan- them. 
There is a titans of Judgrient for all tht is ſowed in this world: 
and then every one pe Fry packs hathfowed. -And-# -he 
thathath nor dons iſoned for ow 's luke, 


hal hoy th; TIS (calc i 


Nd ; ''F 
o! nin a enprneny thisvotld d 
SIE z9dthen ſhall + diver agen 


wy 
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that. men would awaken-and conſider in time, and not 
fellaway.their everlaſting Inheritance for a-meſs. of: Vanity 
and tranſitory Luſts and. ealutes, + - EH gan hot 
- 2. The harid of God-doth often overtake them int.this world, 
and the; Lord doth many times curſe their very Bleſſings .to 
them, inſoinuch as they cannot: enjoy this world with that 
ſweetneſs and content they might, were it nofor the xage and 
birternels of their ſpirtts/agamt God's People, and their pro+ 
voking againſt them chereby. . How many of his own 
People dQ Pharoab loſe,and how did he break the ſtrength and 
glory of his Kingdom, by: perſecuting: God's/i4ſrael of old? 


How did Ama/th, cauſe his name to be:rooted out from under: 


Heaven ?:; How did.che Nations and mighty; Powery: of the 
E all-upori this account,'one after another? And 1n-this 
Nation bow many Bowers: have already fallen thereby 1 Jerws 
ſalem is a burthenſome ſtone (it; was ſo inthe type, itis.much 
more-ſo in the ſubſtance.) which lyes:in the way of every 
earthly ſpirit /and;powes,, Which they know not bow; to build 
with, neither, danthey rearup their own;buildeng becatſeat 
itzand therefore-every Power ſtrives: to-remove atout of theis 
way # but. they know not:the weight of it, nor who it is thac 
hath ſquared it,- nox..how farm.ir is fixed upon the Rock; The 
earthly @irie\ is neverdo;enjoy any true (917. laſting\Peacg and 
| fu_—_ \is-the Git of God) untilicJeave oft pers 
utirlg Grid s:{freel (whichare the-People whom God calleth 

our of the-world)-and leave! them free for God to'enjoy, com- 
mand and diſpote of ; 4nd whatever holds ſrae/ in bondage, 
enhermithin-or Without, muſteuher ſubject w the Lord, or be 
Em Bene Dore, Which the Lord putteth fotch 40 
' 3. \By:Frheir Perſecutions and Aflictions they ſhall bur 
4ncreaſe and cauſe to grow, that which they ſtrive to ſuppreſs. 
This 1s Miſery indeed, for a man to hazard his ſoul eternally, 
and bis Peace and ji pre pe this world, to cruſh and ſup- 
preſs'a;People;:' and yernot-be able toeffeR thatneither, but 
even thereby occaſion their growth and encreaſe':_ and: yet {0 
Iris in the day that God your forth his hand to redeem 7/- 


raed, 
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- io Hit opondnandiheibitevini)on ; 
bit: w pus $=py I teyt, 
-of Fon Rt ?. Oh oe Seneieen be 
viſe; d&K0t'comi with the. be-n the 
Sho 19s err wn hic rg 1's !'Seut;tr 
kv 6 firive/4d! holdany bark from>the(Latd 
Loxd draws afcer Him: tbut conſider his Power, Watt'to know 
his Work-ih the woxld;' and do notintrench v s Dic 
ons, but'bethankfylifor' and- conrentwithyour 
not ghonoke Him againſt you, who can motews 
you; thay yecan'His'from Him, iAndeby 
word, _ that -which-can open-and ſhey«rhe/trurlynE ate iTibe 


Lord bath >forth his Arm to recoven his -Poſſeyſions 'filons. 

rhe! hands « and who' be idetodaronctack 
in;:ro malelt 1euirndncocHi Rhourdffectingarher 
eftetchedirforctifor? 


"Therefore, O'Magiſtrates of thisNation, &o normake arſe 
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ihe does to ſuppreſs KS of God; bi to cut down 
that which 143 not:of ods; + wc, arg, = 
this Nation, behold how much evil IS, is to ieve 

vake thiv.Lordg;:ands to;divett goott; from nhe: Ws ito | 
britg ach por: it and: theo Goyetriment: thexwof4: ivike/ar: 
that jecvightcous and wnie Jldgment;,and with morcy eg crea. 
tutes/ſbuls and bodies: but tharrwhich —_— 1s God: 


nn and that which ma —_— ;foriought ye 
be circumſpeCt in modlingwith ,; e- God! 

mw ROI betternto/ = ww nag. Tr le packs 
Chriſt hath b alfoloced cara oe rocks: 


his Mind; that he would. not- have thae: rn yore 
much-ashazard thepluckingupof! an-Earnf Corn, (Mar. y 
29:)/ But ol how are the Laws and:Governmentgof this wortd: 
to be latnented'over ( antoh what need theres (of theitRe- 
formation  whoſe:commenmvorkit' is-to pluck up1he Ears of 
Com, and'leave the Tares ftanding ! The chieficauſ@ of this: 
miſery. ( fromwhenceir'principally ariſeth) is' men's medling 
with thoſe things which God hath reſerved: for Himſelf;, and: 
aſſaying to do that: carnally; which-God-oncedid: ſpiritually, 
and will-do ſpiritually again in; his due'timez where hath- 
ſuſficiemlyſhewrhow untoward'and 1 hot tmanshand isto 
effeQ-it, The Chuiſtians inthe » a ay Werd@' of  ojei 
heart [and one mind, which proceeded fromthe Power and/Work 
of Codupon' them,” and then! they” ſoon came into:one; Way 
and Worthip? bur men will have-Unity an4Uniformizy'in'a: 
wayiof Religion'and-Worthip, before there7is one heart and 
one mind; —Now this is  contrar ry tothe Spitir'of: Godiand to/ 
the very nature of Religion; and the cauſe of much Cruelty 
vponmens Conſoiences :/ and: this hath been and -will be'the- 
conftaniveffett of ir;evert the' cruſhing(a8 muchas heg'ir ran)! 
of1that which' is tender, -and of atid for God!,! and (the ehweh-" 
ſingof- that! whichisformal, dead'and earthly, : Now'if evet- 
Chriſt ' appointed or intended ſuch-a Churct®Government, 
whictmaturally/produceth: dire; let Al4lar: fear' God, 
and areof! ſober 'ſpifits, judge. * | 
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Eſtates 
People ) that could nor 
wich his-heart defire- to have this grand Enemy removed, "both 
from/Paxzicular perſons, and alſo from Governorsand Govern- 
ments, that Peace and:Serrlemenc might be known,Righteouſ- 
neſs.xeaped, [all Cruelty and Hardneſs in one man-towards 
atiother removed, and thefe be no more complaining rm our ſtreets, 
either becauſe of Oppreſſions from men, Or foe of Wrath from God 
. upon thoſe Governments which oppreſs ? And who.would not 
earneſtly pray to God for the diſcovery of that way and thoſe 
means, and be very induſtrious.in the uſe of them, whereby - 
this perſecuting ſpirit and temper might be waſted and-dryed 
__ him 2?” Now the way and means whereby the perfecuting: 
pirit may be ſubdued, are divers, .as, 

I, Byatrue Ame and Fear of God it the heart; The Fear of 
God teacheth-to depart from Iniquity, and to ſeek qhe' cruci- 
fying and bringing under of the worldly (pirit in a'man's Telf, . 
and to wait daily to have. God's Will revealed; -and likewiſe 
to bemade obedient thereunto. Now he that is in-this ten 
of ſpirit, will hardly be drawn-to perſecute another, but rather 
rejoyce to ſee a tenderneſs of ſpirit in him, and true- ſubje&i- 
_ heart to-what he believes to be the Mind and Will of 
God z/and. dares not ſo much as judge him for differing,either 
in Apprehenſfions'or PraQtices about Woxſhip, much lefle per- 
ſecute himtherefore../ Bur that man who is of a prophane ſpi- 
rit, ox; comes eaily by his Religion (even by the wiſdom, in-. 
duſtxy apd paris of x9an, and not by the gift of God) and is.ex-- 
exciſed in-that Fear of God which 15 taught by the Precepts of 
menz but knoweth not that Fear which-God puts: inthe heart 
( fram whence the true [Religion and Worſhip ſprings.) either 
of theſe may be drawn to perſecute,' yea indeed, it-witlbe hard 
for either of them to abſtain: there-from. 

{ 2, By 


. | Cy © | _ —_ hs 
"2, By meekpeſ? of fpiritic The Goſpel: tnakes mechks tender, 
zencle, ber Mei lors nd ſweetneſs of fpirit,teach- 
er#tolove, to forgive; toprayFor and bleſs encmics;: ind how 
hall-this man perſecute ?-Can a-Lambyperſecute ? Can a Dove 
rſecute ? Indeed a Wolf in Sheeps clothing mayravenand: 
r, but a true-ſheep cannot... As the power. of” the . Goſpel 
is known, the devouring and perſecuting nature is. deſtioyed + 
and that being taken away, Perſecution toon comes to an end. 
| 3. By aſober and patient conſideration of their cauſe whow they 
perſecute, and what it i in themſelves which moves them-togerſe- 
cute them. The fttength of Perſecutinn lies in the-darknes;in the 
dark thoughts, miſ-judgings and miſ-apprehenſions about him, 
whom one perſecutes or is inclined to perſecute, in prejudices, 
and falſe judgements of Perſons and things received: : which; 
by a ſober hearing and conſidering of things in-God's-fear and, 
in meekneſs, might be removed ; and.then the eager/Perſecu- 
ting heat of ſpirit would ſoon abate and-fall, the fewel (yhich 
kindled it) being taken away. The Jews ſtopped their eqrs and 
ran wpon Stephen, As. 7. 57. This is the way of perſecuting 
_ ;. They take in prezadices againſt perſons,; their Princi- 
ples and Pyadtices, ftop their ears againſt what may beſaid t@ 
* manifeſteither-the equity of the thing in its ſelf, *ox.theis miſe 
take about it, and then run headlongin their fury of perſecut- 
ing and devouring, But he: that is tober andconfiderate.and 
weighs the cauſe»before he:engages- againſi it,4nd, obſerves: 


whar it is in/himwhich- moves ſo ons ray another, and- 
which is ſo'Teady to-believe: ilk. afo : he (hall pan ſee; 
that, which is always: bid from the eye of the Perſecutor, and. 
find water to caſt on this r Phone, - of 69k hun, bt 

| 4. By ar:ehteous ri which i wilhng todo by another, 
4s he would {5 wa is. mn oe caſe.” Perſtuenttrariech £xom 
unrighteouſneſs and ſelfiſhneſs ; righteouſneſy, ang true equii- 
ty would f6on nd it... If ra manwould-make! another man's. 
Conteience bow by fFoxce Wheewould not baye.his-own ſo bow- 
ed;Perſecution-fyduld ſoon ceaſe, Bur this i5.the great eviland. 
unrighteouſneſs of man'; Whoever is uppetmoR, thinks be hath, 
zightta boyvall thereunder limyand looks upon Hear ouil- 
ty and offenders; ' if: cheat: Confciences' do. not (yield and bow 


| Prineiple of ot arr and. 59ers 
right "Reaſon;'- Man, as hecamefromGodand was by elpecial 
favourformediin His Image +:*' So it pleaſed-Godsto, place in 
him 4 '*6f Hizgowo Life: ncgbverin] lm! Thislinage 
was deface& bythe fall; arid: this Principte forteiced,oyerfor 
Chrids ſake (who:ig-the- Saviour of: all men, buteſpecially of 
_ them'tharibelieve?Y the: Lord Rirrecti.up and vificeth all man- 
lind more-orlefsy/ bythe pere:crermnalc Principle of! His) own 
EightanWLife i/Thrift...1n h4arkening to tins; man'sceaſon 
1s- »patified andpreſervet pure ; and! his/fteps- here 
areſafe> : Buriconſulting and comriviny out of this, he mee:s: 
wirh-deavehieht oorrn (captivating, _ wor eres his: 
reaſon") "art _ al -tqweins Poym, 5 
t,-afl 
_ ery ara own! lo 
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ofiche Magi oaicuk _— Peemida aha 
ecarth werszurt 6 powers 5h an 
on reerages thergofcin: wi andiday,rhoughtthe 
Loit tan overbearthe malignizrofdt anci{fitxther;the> grovuh 
— n__ my Fer tbe FER. Ir: ke 
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ſeeds of good, which 7 od barb to ent: allche feeds 
of 260d which Go CR __ —— at firſt they are 

upon avevil, ufc 's 1hgr than and 
—— mens'eyes through the mugh $7 «thale.yet- 
Tats, in whom Gorbcauſerth the moſt-excel lene. ofthis var- 


true and goodneſs firſt to-appear,. theirany Dauy 
begins a <&-t0:ſhine nana ian ghee baked. 

ql Tow eaves her, 
oppoſeth an&chaferh 5 mr ge even.ay 4 

and therefore the preventing of the ſpri ngin Es the n=} 
 48*chetihingand Rrengtheaiagotiheey Idea ahelame 
Spirit,,Government or/Power, 
down Goedagenny prezence of Its 
bar aan ore 07 , Sup thecevily _m_ = 
berry ' Fox the Jametye;: core: beavrg4 role 
ealleth and «cknowledgethothar mich is indacd good to here- 
vil; :Zannotchuſe/buraſomitiake the evibajidtbenkuitgoot. 
- 114.11:ft draweth downiighe omrarh!. of © -pdompom cRegple ; rhawers 
hd Grvernments,-whetotiuch! i59 IVhereitha eat zs 
cheriſhed under a pretence of 1ts being o woe! and the goadreyy 
Jeavoured Tr hamayre% ne ag ob ms berg evil. 
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#7 Une thi cndermine Ma do 
£, if they ſhould be * and conſide- 
tanmer pretend Enjoncs for what he does ? 
: x boald brakes to every pretence of Conſcience, 
"avian "ar oc; 5x1 one 
| 10 moſunnd dif- 
qu erhit! rite] 1-16 tnthus 514 gd) bat: bt 
Anſ#,"3,.Conſcience is of God; and cendemefs and con- 
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"4. Te were far better in ir ſelf, ſafer for Governours, more 
eto equity and righteous” Government, and more 
leaſing to God and good men, rather to ſuffer ſome.(by their 
craft and falſe covers ) to eſcape dne puniſhment, then to pu- 
niſh-thoſe who by the $, innocency and righteouſneſs 
which God hath planted inthem ). are exempred from puniſh- 
ment. : Yea, it-were: detter and much ſafer to ſpare many evil 
men, no _ one good man : For mercy and ſparing 
(even of ers ): is natural to that which is good, but ſeve- * 
rity and puniſhments are uunatural,and but fornecefſuies ſake; 
And-as for that man,who by his ſubtilty anddecett thus eſcapes 
man's hand, he wil be'no great gainer:ForGod,whois aboveall, 
will be ſure to meet with hin. Yea that a ( who ſpares 
ſome evil and evil-doers meerly upon this account, left he 
ſhould hurt that which'is good ) the Lord will help and.bleſs:; 
whereas that Power and Government which wilfully errs here» 
in, the Lord may ſoon cut doin : And that which errs thus 
through miſtake (it being a grievous miltake to cut. down.che 
din fiead'of the evil ) the Lord; who loveth the-good and 


ateth the evil; may <aſilybe provoked again. ,: | 
Sy; 7, eu ROUNAEY O20 0 SI Enbs £1165 OT SHIG AG 4 
- 5. As Government came from'God- : ſo the righteous exe- 
eution of it depends upon God.” Every man needs God's hetp 
daily,elſc he may eafilyeerre in his courſe : and Governments 
and Governouts need God's help much more, inthe many'in- 
rxivacies and 'perplexities which they often meet with. And 
Godisnigh to them im their difficult caſes, who wait upon him 
for counſel and direRion.” Tf: the caſe be knotty, yet if God 
give wiſdom; hath the Magiſtrate cauſe to complain ? And will 
I Magiſtra te, 'who "Is Gp Ny = 
him and ignot willing rotpare theevil, id to hurt the 
good 2? If Cave were :nor ſomucty conſulting with man's wif- 
romd 9m ſuch laying of deſigns. andintents at fuſt, 

4s ſpring froitman andnot from: God ). but a naked uptight 
waiting'on-him fee infirution,/whocan opely 3he-fqarie 


of-man aright; Govetnmentb would not prove {odifhaoult; nog = 
the fuc | ein ſo-dangeroub... 6.,S1C: $0018 2 S914 57 Low 
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confeſs,that (toking upon a them withmare's 


eye ) irmay fo to man bac cannoe-fece/ cizher 
whence thatie api hat ids it wr their deans 

can I blame others for judging thus of them, 
—_ ſhould be tiabte. fa ro-qudge, it-I ded ſo leck up- 
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GE ns pleaſe.man oe 
avoid their own'{utferings from man : yAE mendidfee 
ſurely they would not call it ſtubbornneſs and ſelf-milledneſs, 
but a pure-ſubjeQtion and denial of the ſelf-will in God's fear, 
joyned with-an holy and-humble boldneſs in His power. - 
:4/ Lerirbe lycorifidered,-and it will ſoqn be acknow- 
edged, That the le Thing which God requites(the Command 
dong ſo great a King, .upon whom the ſoul bath-ſo great 
ndance, from whom 1t hath ſo great hopes, and to whom 
univerſal cbodieace is ſo due in bh ſelf - y projienyls co 
the: creature”): is exceeding weighty : and-,1t; is . impoſlible 
for the fear of Him and due tenderneſs towardsHis Commands, 
to be preſerved; without a ſtrict and cloſe giving up the Will 
to Him, and ftanding in His firength, Rrong and unbended a+ 
gainſt all temptations, provacations, allurements and affright- 
ments tothe contrary. (and boweafily may men call NOW b- 
borneſs and ſtiffneſs.) But this they receive from God,.as well 
as th aw of obedience_and power to obey z and os (which 
men callſtubborneſs) flows in upon them from him, when they 
are1n the ſweeteſt and' meckelt frame of ſpixit, moſt;xeady. to 
deny thetaſelves and to yeild -up their on, Wills, 40-Whatſo- 
cyCris and righteous, and10-0f God: »-.i- rn M4 news ty 
5.- The Came thing, - which is offended at this 


and reſolvedneſs; which is wrought and preſl in.them by 
the fearof nl calling it by way -of. reproach, qt ax and 
ubborneſs,) 1 re very ſame thing will 


refohition hs Fwhiah 15rakep up mm mie 
heldin man's will. Is at not £0 


_eevanghhyy and then t and hoJd tat to thoſ Principles 
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Which 
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mhicDdppeat m6R teaſonable>-whar-man; but will ay inis > 
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